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Dear RCSD Community Member, 
 
On Tuesday, May 18th, the community of Rye once again 
visibly demonstrated how it values education by showing up 
to vote overwhelmingly in support of the 2021-22 School 
District budget. Rye’s 75.5% “Yes” vote was far higher than many of our surrounding  
communities. I thank the community for coming out to vote. Although voter numbers were lower 
than in 2020 when we mailed ballots to voters’ homes due to COVID, we were pleased with 
turnout: 2,023 votes were cast this year, versus 2,589 last year. There were eight candidates for 
the three Board of Education seats up for election. Strong voter turnout and interest in serving on 
the Board of Education are both indicators of a community that cares about its school district 
and about education and, for that, I am deeply grateful and appreciative. Congratulations to our 
three newly-elected Board of Education trustees: Callie Erickson (incumbent), Kelsey Johnson, 
and Chris Repetto (incumbent). 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our schools! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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A sign at Midland School



Annual Senior Arts Awards 

The annual Rye High School Senior Arts Awards were held at the Performing Arts Center 
on May 24 this year. The Arts Awards recognize students for their dedication to the  
visual, performing, and literary arts and to music. One hundred and seven students from 
the senior class were honored. Eleven were recognized by faculty for excellence in their 
artistic discipline. Attendees (both in-person and virtual) were treated to student string 
ensemble, theater and vocal, and creative writing performances. Selected student art-
work was featured in a gallery walk at the event and is available to view here.

Zach Rentala

Jack Hirsch

Clara Kruijtzer Pei Pei Martin

Spotlight on the Arts 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wH0DxarOqhh7wSSJkoaO4V8p3GLdNcKDPTCn5YgbNPE/present#slide=id.p


RMS cafeteria workers show 
off their flowers

RMS Principal’s Council  
Kindness Campaign 
 
The students in the Rye Middle School Principal’s Council  
decided that May was the right time for a Kindness Campaign. 
The students wanted the members of their school community to 
know that they care and value what they do for every member 
of the RMS community. They recognize that the school’s office 
assistants, custodians, librarians, lunch staff, security guards, 
nurses, and guidance counselors work hard every day behind 
the scenes to 
ensure every-
one has a safe, 
clean, and  

productive learning environment. The stu-
dents made paper flowers, wrote notes of 
appreciation, and distributed them on  
May 21.  n 

Head Custodian Angelo Morganti with 6th grader 
Sophia Harris



RMS 8th grade ASL students speaking with Mr. Cil

RMS Middle School ASL Students Meet RBI CEO 
Eighth-grade Rye Middle School students in Debra Aronson’s American Sign Language (ASL) 
classes have been working on a project to make drive-thru windows at major fast-food chain 
restaurants more accessible for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing communities. The effort began 
when students watched videos showing mistreatment of Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing individu-
als at drive-through windows and were determined to make a change. This led to the Project-
Based Learning (PBL) assignment which began with this challenge question: How might you 
make drive-throughs more accessible to the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing community?  
 
The students wrote to the CEOs of fast-food 
chains and recently learned that their messages 
of inclusion had indeed been heard. The  
Director of Corporate Communications at 
Burger King wrote back and asked the students 
to meet with her and the company’s Director of 
Operations for Burger King North America to 
talk about what companies can do to make 
things easier for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing 
to use drive-through windows. One idea was for 
the students to create a “tips” video to show all 
new employee hires. Another was to create a  
“flashcard” with basic signs for employees  
to reference. 
 
The class was then invited to meet virtually with 
the CEO of Restaurant Brands International 
(owners of Burger King, Tim Hortons, and 
Popeyes brands), José Cil, on May 27. The students told Mr. Cil why they are passionate about 
the project. Mr. Cil talked with the students about the importance of “being the change” to 
drive inclusivity and diversity. He also announced that Restaurant Brands International will be 
creating an annual Rye City School District college scholarship for a student in need.  
Congratulations to the students and Ms. Aronson on a truly impactful project.  n 

RBI CEO José Cil on the call



Commendations    
 n Senior Naved Azim has been awarded the Vietnam Veterans of America,  

Westchester County Chapter 49 Pete Lambert Memorial Scholarship 
 
 n Senior Alexis Francis was awarded a $2500 National Merit Scholarship 
 
 n Senior Pei Pei Martin has been awarded the second annual Dr. Charles  

Krauthammer Memorial Scholarship 
 
 n Senior varsity baseball player Aidan Sullivan was awarded the Andrew Gurgitano 

Memorial Baseball Award, an award based on the exceptional qualities  
Andrew exhibited 

 
 n Rye High School has received the NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete Team Award for Fall 

Season I, Fall Season II, and Winter Season 2020-2021 
 
 n Varsity football players Jack Bartlett, Liam Lavelle, Lucas Perez-Segnini, and 

Caden Whaling were named All-Section and All-League 
 
 n Varsity football players Jack Griffiths, Jack Garnett, Ryan Surhoff, Ben Elsen, 

and Alex Tepedino were named All-League 
 
 n Several varsity football players received Lohud recognition: 
● Junior Caden Whaling was named First Team All-Star and Class A Offensive    
   Player of the year 
● Senior Liam Lavelle was named First Team All-Star 
● Senior Jack Bartlett was named Second Team Defensive All-Star? 
● Senior Lucas Perez-Segnini was named Offensive All-Star Honorable Mention 

 
 n Senior varsity softball pitcher Mara Ball was named the Lions Club Athlete of the 

Month for April 
 
 n Junior varsity girls swimming and diving athlete Lente Geelen was named  

All-Section and All-League 
 
 n Senior varsity girls swimming and diving athlete Ellie Mackle was named All-League 
 
 n Senior varsity volleyball player Mara Ball was named All-Section and All-League 
 
 n Senior varsity volleyball player Alexandra Rosales was named All-League 

 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
Monday, May 31 
Memorial Day 
Schools and Offices Closed 
 
Tuesday, June 1 
Board of Education Meeting:  
7:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, June 15 
Board of Education End-of-Year 
Meeting: 7:30 p.m.  
 
Saturday, June 19 
RHS Graduation: 10:00 a.m. 
Nugent Stadium 
 
Friday, June 25 
Final day for students 
 
 

An upbeat poster outside the counseling office at Rye High School 

https://vietnamvets49.org/scholarship.htm
https://vietnamvets49.org/scholarship.htm
https://vietnamvets49.org/scholarship.htm
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/images/gid2/editor_documents/21_merit2500scholar.pdf?gid=2&pgid=61&sessionid=c20a74df-7b18-4d24-980f-fff3697439fa&cc=1
https://www.charleskrauthammer.com/krauthammerscholarship
https://www.charleskrauthammer.com/krauthammerscholarship
https://www.charleskrauthammer.com/krauthammerscholarship

